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SURVEY QUESTIONS: 

 
Talker Research team members are members of the Market 

Research Society (MRS) and the European Society for Opinion 

and Marketing Research (ESOMAR).  

Talker Research is also part of the Transparency Initiative through the 

American Association for Public Opinion Research (AAPOR) — to view the 

complete methodology as part of this initiative, please visit the Talker Research 

Process and Methodology page. 

 

For more information on the survey or any additional questions,  

please contact: questions@talkerresearch.com 
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 INTERNAL PROJECT NAME:       

SUPERGIFT 
SAMPLE: 2,000 American readers who will celebrate a winter holiday in 2025 

SPLITS: Age, gender and region 

 

1. What is your gender? [SINGLE SELECT, MAINTAIN ORDER]           

1.​ Male      
2.​ Female      
3.​ Non-Binary    
4.​ Other    
5.​ Prefer not to say      

KEEP NON-BINARY/OTHER/PNTS IN TOTAL, REMOVE FROM GENDER SPLIT      

 

QSEX. HIDDEN GENDER RECODE 

1.​ Male 
2.​ Female  

If D1=1, QSEX=Male 
If D1=2, QSEX=Female  
  

D2.  What is your age in years?         

[NUMERICAL OPEN-END; RANGE 0-99]        

[TERMINATE IF UNDER 18]       

  

D2a. Please select the year in which you were born.         

[Dropdown list of years from 2007 to 1926]      



 

[TERMINATE if age and birth year do not align +/- 1 year] 

QAGE: HIDDEN AGE RECODE BY GENERATION    

IF D2a=1997-2007, QAGE=Generation Z 

IF D2a=1981-1996, QAGE=Millennials 

IF D2a=1965-1980, QAGE=Generation X 

IF D2a=1946-1964, QAGE=Baby Boomers 

IF D2a=1926-1945, QAGE=Silent Generation  

  

 

D3.  Which state do you live in?         

 [DROP DOWN OF 50 U.S. STATES AND “I DO NOT LIVE IN A U.S. STATE”.          

TERMINATE IF OUTSIDE THE U.S.]         

QRGN5: HIDDEN REGION RECODE      

1.​ Northeast      
2.​ Southeast     
3.​ Southwest     
4.​ Midwest 
5.​ West    

 

SQ1.    Which of the following are hobbies of yours?  

[select all that apply] RANDOMIZE. ANCHOR LAST 1.  

a. Traveling  

b. Reading [CONTINUE] 

c. Running  

d. Lifting weights  

e. Volunteering  



 

f. Watching sports  

g. Walking  

h. Cooking/Baking  

i. None of the above [EXCLUSIVE] 

 

SQ2.   Which of the following winter holidays do you celebrate? [Select 

all that apply] RANDOMIZE, ANCHOR LAST 1 

a. Christmas 
b. Christmas Eve 
c. New Year’s Day 
d. New Year’s Eve 
e. Thanksgiving 
f. Hanukkah 
g. Kwanzaa 
h. Winter Solstice 
i. Yule 

j. N/A: I don’t celebrate any winter holidays [EXCLUSIVE] TERMINATE 

 

 Survey Questions: 

1. Are you planning to, or have you already, given someone a book 
as a holiday gift this year? [select one] 

a. Yes 
b. No 
c. Not sure 
  

2. [SHOW IF Q1 = A] What book or books are you planning on giving 
as a gift this year, or have you already given?  

a. Free text 
b. Not sure/Prefer not to say 



 

 

  

3. [SHOW IF Q1 = A] When did you begin thinking about what books 
you’d give as holiday gifts this year? [select one] 

a. January 
b. February 
c. March 
d. April 
e. May  
f. June  
g. July  
h. August 
i. September 
j. October 
k. November 
  

4. [SHOW IF Q1 = A] This holiday season, are you gifting someone a 
specific book because it went viral or was incredibly popular on 
social media? [select one] 

a. Yes 
b. No 

  

5. In general, where do you look for inspiration for book gift-giving 
ideas? [select all that apply] RANDOMIZE. ANCHOR LAST 2 

a. TikTok 
b. Instagram 
c. Goodreads 
d. Book seller websites 
e. Influencer recommendations 
f. Author recommendations 
g. Recommendations from friends and family 
h. Bestseller lists 
i. Other (please specify) 
j. No place in particular 
k. I have never given a book as a gift/ I will never give 
 a book as a gift  



 

  

6. [HIDE IF Q5 = K] Which of the following statements is true about 
you? [select one] 

a. I’ll only give someone a book as a gift if I’ve read it myself 
b. I’ll sometimes give someone a book as a gift, even if I haven’t read it 

myself 
  

7. [HIDE IF Q5 = K] In general, when giving a book as a gift, what 
genres do you like to give? [select all that apply] RANDOMIZE. 
ANCHOR LAST 1 

a. Fantasy 
b. Science fiction 
c. Dystopian 
d. Action and adventure 
e. Mystery 
f. Horror 
g. Classics 
h. Thriller and suspense 
i. Romance 
j. Contemporary Fiction 
k. Graphic Novel 
l. Biography 
m. Food and drink 
n. Self-help 
o. History 
p. Travel 
q. True crime 
r. Religion and spirituality 
s. Science 
t. None of the above [EXCLUSIVE] 
  

8. [HIDE IF Q5 = K] In general, are books one of your favorite things to 
give as gifts? [select one] 

a. Yes 
b. No 
  



 

9. Is your favorite gift you’ve ever received a book?  

[select one] 

a. Yes 
b. No 
c. Not sure 
  

10. [SHOW IF Q9 = A] What is the name of the book that is your 

favorite gift you’ve ever received? 

a. Free text 
b. I don’t remember/Prefer not to say 
  

11. How much do you agree or disagree with the following 
statement? “I feel ‘seen’ when someone gives me a book as a gift 
that’s ‘just right’ for me.” [select one] 

a. Strongly agree  
b. Somewhat agree 
c. Neither agree nor disagree 
d. Somewhat disagree 
e. Strongly disagree 
  

12. [HIDE IF Q5 = K] In general, when choosing a book to give as a 
gift…. [select all that apply] RANDOMZE. ANCHOR LAST 1 

a. I want the recipient to feel understood 
b. I want to share something I loved with the recipient 
c. I want to introduce the recipient to something new 
d. I want to impress the recipient with my taste 
e. I want to give something practical/useful to the recipient 
f. I want to give the recipient a story they’ll escape into 
g. None of the above [EXCLUSIVE] 
  

13. Fill in the blanks: [select one grid] 

GRID:  a. In general, I like giving ______ books as gifts best.  
[HIDE IF Q5 = K] 



 

b. In general, I like receiving _____ books as gifts best. 
GRID BY      
i. Printed 
ii. Digital 
  

14. [HIDE IF Q5 = K] In general, when giving someone a book as a gift, 

do you like to leave them a personalized note on the blank front 

page of the book? [select one] 

a. Yes 
b. No 
c. It varies from time to time 
  

15. In general, when someone else gives you a book as a gift, do you 
like it if they leave you a personalized note on the blank front page 
of the book? [select one] 

a. Yes 
b. No 
c. It varies from time to time 
  

16. How much do you agree or disagree with the following 
statement? “With the rise of artificial intelligence, I think it’s more 
important than ever to cultivate the habit of reading and to help 
others cultivate the habit or reading.” [select one] 

a. Strongly agree  
b. Somewhat agree 
c. Neither agree nor disagree 
d. Somewhat disagree 
e. Strongly disagree 
  

17. In a digital-first world, in general, I find myself giving…  [select 
one grid] 

GRID: 
a. Printed books as gifts [HIDE IF Q5 = K] 
b. Handmade gifts 



 

c. Experiences as gifts (e.g. concerts, classes) 
GRID BY 
i. More often than I did five years ago 
ii. About the same amount as I did five years ago 
iii. Less often than I did five years ago 
iv. Not sure 

  

18. In general, do you think giving a book as a gift feels more 
“meaningful” than giving other types of gifts? [select one] 

a. Yes, much more meaningful 
b. Yes, somewhat more meaningful 
c. No 
d. Not sure 
  

19. A book Advent calendar is a festive countdown to Christmas in 
which a collection of 24 or 25 individually wrapped books, often 
themed around winter, the holidays or children’s literature, is 
opened one per day, starting on Dec. 1 through Christmas Eve or 
Day. Concerning book Advent calendars, which of the following 
statements, if any, is true about you? [select all that apply] 

a. This year, I want to gift, or am planning to gift, someone a book Advent 
calendar 

b. This year, I’d love if someone gave me a book Advent calendar as a gift 
c. None of the above [EXCLUSIVE] 
  

20. This year (2025), have you read any books that were published 
in 2025? [select one] 

a. Yes 
b. No 
c. Not sure 
  

21. [SHOW IF Q20 = A] In your opinion, of the books released in 2025 
that you’ve read, what was the best book overall? 

a. Free text 
b. Not sure/Prefer not to say 



 

  

  

 Occasionally, the media may contact us wanting to interview 
respondents in the survey for further information to boost the article 
with qualitative data. These experiential quotes are used to add 
something unique to their reporting and boost the authority of the 
story which can then aid SEO performance. 
  
To facilitate this, we sometimes ask respondents if they’re open to being 
contacted by the media for further interviews. This consent must be 
gained prior to running the survey. This enables us to share certain 
respondents with the media in adherence with our data protection 
protocols. Please note, a respondents’ answer to this question does not 
impact their eligibility for the survey in any way. 
  

 

22. We’re looking to hear from people who [topic of the survey]. If you 
consent, you may be contacted for a short interview by phone or email 
from a journalist for further comment. There is no financial incentive for 
taking part, but your name and responses may be cited in a national 
publication. 
 

I’m interested in participating 
I’m not interested in participating 

  

23. [SHOW IF “I’m interested in participating” in PREVIOUS QUESTION] 
Please enter your details below. 

Name:  
Email: 


