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SURVEY QUESTIONS:

Talker Research team members are memibers of the Market
Research Society (MRS) and the European Society for Opinion
and Marketing Research (ESOMAR).

Talker Research is also part of the Transparency Initiative through the
American Association for Public Opinion Research (AAPOR) — to view the
complete methodology as part of this initiative, please visit the Talker Research

Process and Methodoloqgy page.

For more information on the survey or any additional questions, please

contact: questions@talkerresearch.com
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The Real Cost of Gettinoe

SAMPLE: 2,000 Americans in relationships (seriously dating, engaged or married) split
evenly by generation (500 Gen Z, 500 millennials, 500 Gen X and 500 baby boomers)

SPLITS: Age, gender, region and relationship status

Survey Questions:

D1. What is your gender? [ SINGLE SELECT, MAINTAIN ORDER]

1.

2.
3.
4.
5.

KEEP NON-BINARY/OTHER/PNTS IN TOTAL, REMOVE FROM GENDER SPLIT

Male

Female
Non-Binary
Other

Prefer not to say

QSEX. HIDDEN GENDER RECODE

1. Male
2. Female

If D1=1, QSEX=Male
If D1=2, QSEX=Female

D2. What is your age in years?
[NUMERICAL OPEN-END; RANGE 0-99]

[TERMINATE IF UNDER 18]

D2a. Please select the year in which you were born.
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[Dropdown list of years from 2008 to 1927]
[TERMINATE if age and birth year do not align +/- 1year]

QAGE: HIDDEN AGE RECODE BY GENERATION
IF D2a0=1997-2008, QAGE=Generation Z [QUOTA 500]

IF D20=1981-1996, QAGE=Millennials [QUOTA 500]

IF D2a=1965-1980, QAGE=Generation X [QUOTA 500]

IF D2a=1946-1964, QAGE=Baby Boomers [QUOTA 500]
IF D2a=1927-1945, QAGE=Silent Generation [TERMINATE]

D3. Which state do you live in?
[DROP DOWN OF 50 U.S. STATES AND “I DO NOT LIVE IN A U.S. STATE".
TERMINATE IF OUTSIDE THE U.S.]

QRGN5: HIDDEN REGION RECODE

pa—

Northeast
Southeast
Southwest
Midwest
West

o NN

SQl. Which of the following best describes your current relationship status? [select one]

Divorced [ Separated /[ Widowed [TERMINATE]
None of the above [TERMINATE]

a. Single [TERMINATE]

b. Dating / In a casual relationship [TERMINATE]
C. In a serious relationship

d. Engaged

e. Married

f.

g.

1. How much money do you make in an average year (you personally, not household

income)? [Select one]
a. Less than $25,000
b. $25,000 to $35,000
c. $35,001to $45,000
d. $45,001to $55,000
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$55,001 to $65,000
$65,001 to $75,000
$75,001 to $85,000
$85,001 to $95,000
$95,001 to $105,000
$105,001 to $115,000
k. $15,001 to $125,000
$125,001 to $135,000
. $135,001 to $145,000
$145,001 to $155,000
$155,001 to $165,000
$165,001 to $175,000
$175,001 to $185,000
$185,001 to $195,000
$195,001 to $205,000
$205,001 to $215,000
$215,001 to $225,000
$225,001 to $235,000
. $235,001 to $245,000
$245,001 to $255,000
$255,001 to $265,000
$265,001 to $275,000
0a.$275,001 to $285,000
bb.$285,001 to $295,000
cc. $295,001 to $305,000
dd.More than $305,000
ee.Not sure/Prefer not to say
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2. How would you define being “financially ready” to get engaged? [Select all that

apply] RANDOMIZE. ANCHOR LAST 2

a. Being able to afford a specific engagement ring

b. Being able to afford my dream engagement/wedding

c. Having enough money to spend on the wedding/engagement without it
impacting my daily life, or daily spending

d. My partner and myself both having steady incomes

e. Having a secure job
Reaching a certain amount of money in my savings/checking account
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g. Both partners being able to contribute equally to the wedding expenses
h. Both partners have had transparent conversations about money

i. Other (please specify)

j.  Not sure [EXCLUSIVE]

3. Inyour opinion, how much should someone spend on an engagement ring in 2026?
[slider scale]
a. [SLIDER SCALE FROM 500 - 50,000] [increments of 500] [Left label $500 or less:
Right label $50,000 or more]
b. Not sure

4. [SHOW IF SQ1 =D OR E] Did you/your partner spend 3 months of their salary at the
time on their/your engagement ring? [Select one]
a. Yes
b. No
c. Not sure/can’t remember

5. [SHOW IF SQ1 =D OR E] Did you/your partner spend more or less on their/your
engagement ring than expected? [Select one]

Much more

Somewhat more

Neither more nor less

Somewhat less

Much less
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N/A: | have no idea how much my partner spent
N/A: | can’'t remember what | spent

Q@

6. [SHOW IF Q5 = A - E] Do you wish that you/your partner spent more or less on
their/your engagement ring? [Select one]
d. Much more
Somewhat more
Neither more nor less
Somewhat less
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Much less
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7. [SHOW IF Q6 = D OR E] What do you wish you/your partner spent that money on
instead of their/your engagement ring? [Select all that apply] RANDOMIZE. ANCHOR

LAST 2
qa.

J @

j-

k.
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Housing costs (rent, mortgage, etc.)

Utility costs (water, gas, electric, etc.)

Travel

Modern-day small luxuries (streaming services, upgraded Wi-Fi, etc.)
Wedding ceremony

Wedding reception

Honeymoon

Put it in savings

An experience (concert, sporting event, class, etc.)
Buying a home together

Pay off debt

Other (please specify)

m. Nothing in particular [EXCLUSIVE]

8. [SHOW IF sQ1 =D OR E] What factors influenced how much you/your partner spent
on their/your engagement ring? [Select all that apply] RANDOMIZE. ANCHOR LAST 2

qa.

J @

-~ ® Q0T

Stone preferences

Metal type preferences

Budget

Family expectations/pressure

Cultural expectotions/pressure

Loved ones’ engagement experiences and spending (friends, family, etc.)
Social media

What was available/easy to purchase

Existing debt

The belief that the engagement ring truly is a symbol of our love

The belief that the engagement ring isn't such an important, meaningful symbol
of love as previous generations have thought

Celebrity engagement ring trends

. Other (please specify)

Not sure [EXCLUSIVE]

9. [SHOW IF SQ1 =D OR E] How much did you/your partner expect to spend on
their/your engagement ring? [Slider scale]
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a. [SLIDER SCALE FROM 500 - 50,000] [increments of 500] [Left label $500 or less:
Right label $50,000 or more]

b. I'm not sure/can’t remember

c. Prefer not to say

10. [SHOW IF SQ1 = D OR E] How much did you/your partner actually spend on their/your
engagement ring? [Slider scale]
a. [SLIDER SCALE FROM 500 - 50,000] [increments of 500] [Left label $500 or less:
Right label $50,000 or more]

b. I'm not sure/con’t remember

c. Prefer not to say

1. [SHOW IF SQ1 = D OR E] Did you/your partner go into debt purchasing their/your
engagement ring? [Select one]
a. Yes
b. No
c. Not sure

12. [GRID] [SHOW IF SQ1 = C] How much pressure do you feel to have an expensive
engagement from the following? [select one grid]
GRID: RANDOMIZE
a. My partner
My family
My partner’s family
Social media

o 20T

Society as a whole
GRID BY
i. Alotof pressure
i.  Alittle bit of pressure
iii. ~ Not much pressure
iv.  No pressure at all

13. [SHOW IF SQ1 = C] When do you plan to get engaged? [Select one]
a. Within the next few days
b. Within the next few weeks
c. Within the next few months
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d. Within the next year

e. Within the next few years
f. Never

g. Not sure

14. [SHOW IF Q13 = A - E] How much money do you/does your partner have saved for
their/your ring? [Slider scale]
a. [SLIDER SCALE FROM 500 - 50,000] [increments of 500] [Left label $500 or less:
Right label $50,000 or more]

b. I'm not sure

c. Prefer not to say

15. [SHOW IF SQ1 = C] Would you want to know/would your partner want to know how
much they/you spent on an engagement ring? [Select one]
a. Yes
b. No
c. Prefer not to say

16. How many carats [PIPELANGUAGE FOR SQ1 = D ORE = did you] [PIPE LANGUAGE FOR
SQl = C = do you] expect your engagement ring’s center stone to be? [Select one]

Less than .5 carats

.S tolcarats

11to 1.5 carats

1.6 to 2 carats

2.1to 2.5 carats
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2.6 to 3 carats
3.1to 3.5 carats
3.6 to 4 carats
4.]1to 4.5 carats
j. 4.5to5carats
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k. More than 5 carats
. Not sure
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17. [PIPELANGUAGE FOR SQ1 =D OR E = What was] [PIPE LANGUAGE FOR SQ1 = C = What
is] your most unique money saving hack for an engagement ring (i.e. searching

pawn shops, saving a certain percent of every paycheck, etc.)? [Free text]

a. Free text response

b. Not sure/prefer not to say

18. [PIPE LANGUAGE FOR SQ1 = D ORE = Did you] [PIPE LANGUAGE FOR SQ1 = C = Do you]
feel financially ready to get engaged? [Select one]

a. Yes
b. No
c. Prefer not to say

19. [PIPE LANGUAGE FOR SQ1 = D ORE = Did you] [PIPELANGUAGE FOR SQ1 = C = Do you]
put off getting engaged due to any of the following? [Select all that apply]
RANDOMIZE. ANCHOR LAST 1

a.
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k.

Being unemployed

Not owning a home

Still living at home/with parents/family

Needing to pay off debt (student debt, credit card debt, etc.)
Needing to purchase a vehicle

Having caregiving responsibilities

Not meeting a certain career milestone

Not having a high enough paying job

Having a poor credit score

Living in a different location from my partner

Feeling like we needed to wait a certain, “right” amount of time to get engaged
Anticipating the cost of wedding related purchases

m. None of the above [EXCLUSIVE]

20. Which of the following [PIPE LANGUAGE FOR SQ1 = D ORE = did you] [PIPE LANGUAGE
FOR SQI = C = do you] plan to splurge on during your engagement? [Select all that
apply] RANDOMIZE. ANCHOR LAST1

a.

©® o 0O

.

Have an engagement party immediately after getting engaged

Throw an engagement party a few weeks/months after getting engaged
Have professional engagement photos taken

Celebrate getting engaged with a fancy/special dinner

Celebrate getting engaged with a trip
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A social media post announcing the engagement
Send engagement announcements in the mail to loved ones

> @

A formal engagement ceremony
None of the above [EXCLUSIVE]

21. [PIPE LANGUAGE FOR SQ1 = D ORE = If you could do it over again, what] What
nontraditional/alternative rings would you consider instead of a traditional
diamond ring? [Select all that apply] RANDOMIZE. ANCHOR LAST 2

a. Tattoo finger rings

b. Matching tattoos elsewhere

c. Non-ring jewelry (necklace, bracelet, etc.)

d. Donate money to a charity or cause instead of purchasing a ring
e. Planting a tree or garden instead of purchasing a ring

f. Going on a trip together instead of purchasing a ring

g. Have a stone other than a diamond for the ring

h. Other (please specify)

N/A: | would not do anything differently [EXCLUSIVE]

22. [PIPE LANGUAGE FOR SQl = D ORE = If you could do it over again,] would you choose a
lab-grown diamond instead of a natural diamond for an engagement ring? [Select
one]

Yes, because it is more affordable

Yes, because of ethical or environmental reasons

Yes, for both affordability and ethical/environmental reasons

No, | would prefer a natural diamond

N/A: I have no preference between lab-grown and natural
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N/A: 1 would not want a diamond engagement ring

23. What online marketplaces would you consider for purchasing jewelry, like
engagement rings? [Select all that apply] RANDOMIZE. ANCHOR LAST 2

Facebook Marketplace

TikTok Shop

Craigslist

Instagram ads

Depop
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Poshmark
Other (please specify)
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h. N/A:1wouldn't consider online marketplaces for purchasing jewelry [EXCLUSIVE]

24.1n your opinion, how has social media changed modern expectations about getting
engaged? [Select all that apply] RANDOMIZE. ANCHOR LAST 2

The proposal needs to be photographed/filmed

Other people need to be involved in the proposal

The proposal needs to be elaborate/an event in itself

You have to throw an engagement party

The ring needs to appear “social media worthy”
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Other (please specify)
N/A: Social media hasn’t changed modern expectations about getting engaged
[EXCLUSIVE]
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25.To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement? “Engagement
rings have evolved from a symbol of love to a financial burden.” [Select one]
a. Strongly agree
Somewhat agree
Neither agree nor disagree
Somewhat disagree
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Strongly disagree

26. Would you rather have/give an expensive engagement ring or start married life
debt-free? [Select one]
a. Expensive engagement ring
b. Star married life debt-free
c. Notsure
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