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SURVEY QUESTIONS: 

 
Talker Research team members are members of the Market 

Research Society (MRS) and the European Society for Opinion 

and Marketing Research (ESOMAR).  

 

Talker Research is also part of the Transparency Initiative through the 

American Association for Public Opinion Research (AAPOR) — to view the 

complete methodology as part of this initiative, please visit the Talker Research 

Process and Methodology page. 

 

For more information on the survey or any additional questions, please 

contact: questions@talkerresearch.com 
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PROJECT NAME:  Q2 Report on Digital Device Usage  
SAMPLE: 2,000 American parents and children aged 7 to 
11 
SPLITS: Age of parent, gender of parent, age of child, 
gender of child, region  
 

 

Survey Questions: 

1. What is your gender? [SINGLE SELECT, MAINTAIN 
ORDER]      ​  

1.     Male     
2.     Female     
3.     Non-Binary   
4.     Other   
5.     Prefer not to say ​  
  

KEEP NON-BINARY/OTHER/PNTS IN TOTAL, REMOVE FROM 
GENDER SPLIT ​  

QSEX. HIDDEN GENDER RECODE ​  

1. ​Male 
2. ​Female 

If D1=1, QSEX=Male 
 



 

If D1=2, QSEX=Female  
  

D2.  What is your age in years?    ​  

[NUMERICAL OPEN-END; RANGE 0-99]   ​  

[TERMINATE IF UNDER 18]      

  

D2a. Please select the year in which you were born.    ​  

[Dropdown list of years from 2007 to 1926]      

[TERMINATE if age and birth year do not align +/- 1 year] 

 QAGE: HIDDEN AGE RECODE BY GENERATION   
IF D2a=1997-2008, QAGE=Generation Z 
IF D2a=1981-1996, QAGE=Millennials 
IF D2a=1965-1980, QAGE=Generation X 
IF D2a=1946-1964, QAGE=Baby Boomers 
IF D2a=1927-1945, QAGE=Silent Generation 
  
D3.  Which state do you live in?    ​  

 [DROP DOWN OF 50 U.S. STATES AND “I DO NOT LIVE IN A 
U.S. STATE”.     ​  

TERMINATE IF OUTSIDE THE U.S.]    ​  

 



 

QRGN5: HIDDEN REGION RECODE ​  

1. ​Northeast ​  
2. ​Southeast​  
3. ​Southwest​  
4. ​ Midwest​ 
5. ​ West    

SQ1. Do you have any children aged…? [Select all that 
apply]  

a.     Under 7   
b.     7-11 [Continue]  
c.     12-13  
d.     14-17 
e.     18 or older  
f.      N/A: I am not a parent [Exclusive]  

  
Info1. The following survey needs to be taken by your 
child aged 7–11. Before continuing, please confirm that 
your child aged 7–11, or one of them, is nearby and 
available to take this survey. 

Yes, they will take the survey from here on 
[CONTINUE] 
No, they are not available to take this survey 
[TERMINATE] 

 



 

  
SQ2. Hi kids! Please select your age from the dropdown 
below. [dropdown] 

a. ​ 7 
b. ​ 8 
c. ​ 9 
d. ​ 10 
e. ​ 11 

  
SQ3. What is your gender? [SINGLE SELECT, MAINTAIN 
ORDER] 

Male ​  
Female ​ 
Non-Binary   
Other   
Prefer not to say ​  

  
  
Survey Questions: 
  

Parent Questions 
1.​ How often do you have to physically intervene or call 

out to your child to get them to stop scrolling? 
[Select one] 

a.​All the time 
 



 

b.​Often 
c.​Sometimes 
d.​Rarely 
e.​Never 

  
2.​Does your child show signs of irritability or 

"tech-rage" when their tablet is taken away? [Select 
one] 

a.​Yes 
b.​No 
c.​Unsure 

  
3.​Does your child lose track of time more often when 

using screens or when they play with physical toys? 
[Select one] 

a.​They lose track of time more often when using 
screens 

b.​They lose track of time more often when they play 
with physical toys 

c.​It’s about the same either way 
d.​Can’t recall 

  
4.​Have you noticed "infinite scrolling" replace a 

specific hobby your child used to enjoy, like reading 
or drawing? [Select one] 

a.​Yes 
 



 

b.​No 
c.​Unsure/can’t recall 

  
5.​Have you observed your child "skipping" through 

videos after only a few seconds to find the next one? 
[Select one] 

a.​Yes 
b.​No 
c.​Unsure 

  
6.​Have you noticed your child becoming less patient 

with slower-paced content (e.g., movies, TV shows, 
or longer videos)? [Select one] 

a.​Yes, significantly 
b.​Yes, somewhat 
c.​No 
d.​Unsure 

  
7.​On average, how long does your child make it 

through a movie without asking for a second screen 
(i.e., tablet, phone, etc.)? 

a.​{SLIDER; 0 – 120} [increments of 1] [left label 0 
minutes | right label 120 minutes or more] 

b.​Unsure/can’t recall 
  

 



 

8.​Do you feel that the "infinity" design of these apps 
makes it harder for you to set and stick to firm 
screen-time boundaries? [Select one] 

a.​Yes 
b.​No 
c.​Unsure 

  
9.​If you gave your child a bike and a popsicle, like in 

the 90s,do you think they would stay outside for an 
hour, or ask for a device within 15 minutes? [Select 
one] 

a.​They’d be more likely to stay outside for an hour 
b.​They’d be more likely to ask for a device within 15 

minutes 
c.​Unsure 

  
10.​ When your child says they’re bored, what do you 

believe they are more likely to look for: a creative 
activity or specifically waiting for a screen to "fix" it? 
[Select one] 

a.​A creative activity 
b.​A screen 
c.​Unsure 

  

 



 

11.​​​Has a device officially replaced a physical "favorite 
toy" (like a doll or toy car) as your child's primary 
source of comfort or entertainment? [Select one] 

a.​Yes 
b.​No 
c.​Unsure 

  
12.​How does your child interact with AI devices (e.g., 

voice assistants like Alexa or Siri, AI apps such as 
Character AI, AI-enabled features on tablets, or 
smart toys)  or toys?  [Select one] 

a.​Mostly like using a tool 
b.​A mix of using it as a tool and conversational 

interaction 
c.​Mostly conversationally (e.g., speaking to it like a 

person) 
d.​Unsure 
e.​N/A: They do not interact with AI 

  
13.​How do these interactions between your child and AI 

feel to you?  [Select one] 
a.​Completely normal for a device  
b.​A bit different, but not concerning  
c.​Sometimes uncomfortable or surprising 
d.​Worrisome 
e.​N/A: They do not interact with AI 

 



 

  
14.​ What do you think your child believes the AI is?  

[Select one] 
a.​A machine or program 
b.​Not sure / a mix 
c.​A real or human-like being 
d.​N/A: They do not interact with AI 

  
15.​ Do you think your child believes AI has thoughts or 

feelings?  [Select one] 
a.​No, they understand it doesn’t 
b.​Sometimes it seems like it 
c.​Yes, they seem to think it does 
d.​Not sure 
e.​N/A: They do not interact with AI 

Kid Questions 
  

16.​ When you watch your favorite kinds of videos (like 
slime or Roblox videos), which of the following 
describes how you feel? [select all that apply] 

a.​My brain feels quiet and I don’t have to think 
b.​I’m looking for something and want to keep 

watching until I find it 
c.​I like watching, and I can stop when I want to 
d.​I want to watch it again and again 

 



 

e.     I feel bored but keep watching anyway 
f.  ​ I can’t stop watching, even when I’m tired or 
not having fun 
  

17.​Have you ever started watching a video that 
seemed fun, but then it became scary or weird? 
[Select one] 

a.​Yes 
b.​No 
c.​Unsure 

  
18.​ Have you ever had devices start playing a video 

you didn't pick that makes you feel worried or 
confused? [Select one] 

a.​Yes 
b.​No 
c.​Unsure 

  
19.​ [SHOW IF Q18 = A] Have you ever kept watching 

those videos even when they made you feel 
confused or yucky? [Select one] 

a.​Yes 
b.​No 
c.​Unsure 

  

 



 

20.​ To what extent do you agree or disagree with the 
following statement? “Watching the same videos as 
my friends makes me feel closer to them.” [Select 
one] 

a.​Strongly agree 
b.​Somewhat agree 
c.​Neither agree nor disagree 
d.​Somewhat disagree 
e.​Strongly disagree 

  
21.​What’s more fun for you: playing with toys or friends, 

or watching videos? [Select one] 
a.​Playing with toys or with friends 
b.​Watching videos 

  
22.​ Could you spend a whole day with no screens? 

[Select one] 
a.​Yes 
b.​No 
c.​Unsure 

  
23.​ Do you think it’s easier or harder for you to get 

bored without a screen? [Select one] 
a.​It’s much easier 
b.​It’s somewhat easier 
c.​It’s about the same 

 



 

d.​It’s somewhat harder 
e.​It’s much harder 

  
24.​ Do you ever stop playing with your toys because 

you’d rather watch a video? [Select one] 
a.​Yes 
b.​No 
c.​Unsure 

  
25.​ Do you think too much TV or tablet time is bad for 

you? [select one] 
a.​Yes 
b.​No 
c.​Unsure 

  
26.​ Which of the following are you most looking 

forward to this summer? [Select one] [RANDOMIZE, 
ANCHOR LAST 1] 

a.​Going outside 
b.​Playing a sport 
c.​Doing a hobby 
d.​Playing with my toys 
e.​Playing on my tablet 
f.​ Playing with friends 
g.​None of the above [EXCLUSIVE] 

  
 



 

27.​ When you talk to a digital companion (like your 
tablet or Alexa), who does it feel like you're talking to? 
[Select one] [RANDOMIZE, ANCHOR LAST 1] 

a.​A real person (like a teacher or someone you 
haven't met yet) 

b.​A friend (like school buddy, or a pretend person 
only you can hear) 

c.​A character (like someone from a cartoon or a 
movie) 

d.​A machine (like a toaster or a car) 
e.​Unsure/none of the above [EXCLUSIVE] 
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