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SURVEY QUESTIONS: 

 
Talker Research team members are members of the Market 

Research Society (MRS) and the European Society for Opinion 

and Marketing Research (ESOMAR).  

 

Talker Research is also part of the Transparency Initiative through the 

American Association for Public Opinion Research (AAPOR) — to view the 

complete methodology as part of this initiative, please visit the Talker Research 

Process and Methodology page. 

 

For more information on the survey or any additional questions, please 

contact: questions@talkerresearch.com 
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PROJECT NAME:       

BANG FOR THEIR BUCK  
SAMPLE: 2,000 Americans 

SPLITS: Age, gender and region 

 

 

Survey Questions: 

1. What is your gender? [SINGLE SELECT, MAINTAIN ORDER]           

1.​ Male      
2.​ Female      
3.​ Non-Binary    
4.​ Other    
5.​ Prefer not to say      

 
KEEP NON-BINARY/OTHER/PNTS IN TOTAL, REMOVE FROM GENDER SPLIT      

QSEX. HIDDEN GENDER RECODE      

1.​ Male 
2.​ Female  

If D1=1, QSEX=Male 
If D1=2, QSEX=Female  
 

D2.  What is your age in years?         

[NUMERICAL OPEN-END; RANGE 0-99]        

[TERMINATE IF UNDER 18]       

 

 



 

D2a. Please select the year in which you were born.         

[Dropdown list of years from 2008 to 1927]      

[TERMINATE if age and birth year do not align +/- 1 year] 

 QAGE: HIDDEN AGE RECODE BY GENERATION    
IF D2a=1997-2008, QAGE=Generation Z 
IF D2a=1981-1996, QAGE=Millennials 
IF D2a=1965-1980, QAGE=Generation X 
IF D2a=1946-1964, QAGE=Baby Boomers 
IF D2a=1927-1945, QAGE=Silent Generation  
 
D3.  Which state do you live in?         

 [DROP DOWN OF 50 U.S. STATES AND “I DO NOT LIVE IN A U.S. STATE”.          

TERMINATE IF OUTSIDE THE U.S.]         

QRGN5: HIDDEN REGION RECODE      

1.​ Northeast      
2.​ Southeast     
3.​ Southwest     
4.​ Midwest     
5.​ West  

Survey Questions: 

1.​ Which of the following is true for you this year? (select all that apply) 
a.​ I’m being more careful with money 
b.​ I’m trying to make my budget go further 
c.​ I’m cutting unnecessary spends 
d.​ I’m feeling the impact of rising prices 
e.​ None of the above [EXCLUSIVE] 

 
2.​ Which of the following is true for you? (select one) 

a.​ I’m planning to spend less on travel this year than I did last year 
b.​ I'm planning to spend the same amount on travel this year as I did last year 
c.​ I’m planning to spend more on travel this year than I did last year 

 

 



 

3.​ [SHOW IF Q2 = A] Why are you planning on spending less on travel this year than you 
did last year? (select all that apply) 

a.​ I’m being more careful with money this year 
b.​ I’m having to spend more on other areas 
c.​ I’m more budget-conscious than I was last year 
d.​ None of the above [EXCLUSIVE] 

 
4.​ To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement? “My travel 

budget goes less far this year than it did last year because prices have gone up.” 
(select one) 

a.​ Strongly agree 
b.​ Somewhat agree 
c.​ Neither agree nor disagree 
d.​ Somewhat disagree 
e.​ Strongly disagree 

 
5.​ Which of the below are things you do to make your travel budget go further? (select 

all that apply) RANDOMIZE. ANCHOR LAST 1 
a.​ Travel during off-peak or shoulder seasons 
b.​ Be flexible with travel dates to find cheaper flights 
c.​ Book flights or hotels well in advance 
d.​ Choose destinations where the cost of living is lower 
e.​ Use credit card points or airline miles 
f.​ Look for travel deals or flash sales 
g.​ Book vacation packages that bundle flights and hotels 
h.​ Stay in vacation rentals instead of hotels 
i.​ Choose budget or mid-range accommodations instead of luxury hotels 
j.​ Choose all-inclusive resorts to better control total trip costs 
k.​ Split accommodations with friends or family 
l.​ Shorten the length of my trip 
m.​Take fewer trips per year but make them count 
n.​ Drive instead of flying when possible 
o.​ Use public transportation instead of rental cars 
p.​ Bring snacks or groceries instead of eating out for every meal 
q.​ Limit paid excursions, tours, or activities 
r.​ Travel to visit friends or family to save on lodging 
s.​ Take advantage of free attractions or activities at my destination 

 



 

t.​ Travel with a group to share costs 
u.​ Use travel rewards programs or loyalty discounts 
v.​ None of above [EXCLUSIVE] 

 
6.​ What are your favorite tips/hacks for saving money when traveling?  

FREE TEXT 
Not sure/I don’t have one 

 
7.​ How much lower, if at all, is your travel budget than it was last year?  (select one) 

a.​ Less than 5% lower 
b.​ 5–9% lower 
c.​ 10–14% lower 
d.​ 15–19% lower 
e.​ 20–24% lower 
f.​ 25–29% lower 
g.​ 30–39% lower 
h.​ 40–49% lower 
i.​ 50% lower or more 
j.​ My travel budget has not changed 

 
8.​ Which travel expenses are you most likely to cut when trying to stay within budget? 

(select all that apply) RANDOMIZE. ANCHOR LAST 1 
a.​ Flights 
b.​ Hotels or accommodations 
c.​ Dining out 
d.​ Excursions or tours 
e.​ Rental cars or transportation 
f.​ Shopping or souvenirs 
g.​ Nightlife or entertainment 
h.​ Travel upgrades (premium seats, nicer rooms) 
i.​ Length of the trip 
j.​  

None of the above [EXCLUSIVE] 
9.​ Which travel perks are you most likely to cut when trying to stay within budget? 

(select all that apply) RANDOMIZE. ANCHOR LAST 1 
a.​ Flight upgrades 
b.​ Staying in luxury hotels or resorts 

 



 

c.​ Booking rooms with premium views or upgrades 
d.​ Dining at high-end or fine-dining restaurants 
e.​ Paid excursions or guided tours 
f.​ Spa treatments or wellness experiences 
g.​ Rental cars or private transportation 
h.​ Travel insurance or add-on protections 
i.​ VIP experiences, fast passes, or premium access 
j.​ Souvenirs or shopping while traveling 
k.​ ​ None of the above [EXCLUSIVE] 

 
10.​When planning travel this year, which matters most to you? (select one) 

RANDOMIZE. ANCHOR LAST 1 
a.​ Getting the lowest price possible 
b.​ Getting the best value for the price 
c.​ Comfort and convenience 
d.​ Visiting a specific destination 
e.​ Having unique experiences 
f.​ None of the above  

 
11.​ How important or unimportant is “value for money” when booking travel this year? 

(select one) 
a.​ Very important 
b.​ Somewhat important 
c.​ Neither important nor unimportant 
d.​ Somewhat unimportant 
e.​ Very unimportant 

 
12.​ Which statement best describes your travel mindset this year? (select one) 

RANDOMIZE. ANCHOR LAST 1 
a.​ I’m prioritizing affordability above all 
b.​ I’m looking for the best value deals 
c.​ I’m maintaining my usual travel spending 
d.​ I’m willing to splurge on certain trips 
e.​ I’m traveling less but spending more per trip 
f.​ I’m choosing to prioritize trips where most costs are included upfront 
g.​ None of the above  

 

 



 

13.​Which types of trips are you most likely to take this year? (select all that apply) 
RANDOMIZE. ANCHOR LAST 1 

a.​ Domestic city trips 
b.​ Beach vacations 
c.​ Outdoor or nature trips 
d.​ Road trips 
e.​ Visiting friends or family 
f.​ All-inclusive resort trips 
g.​ Cruises 
h.​ International trips 
i.​ Staycations 
j.​  

None of the above [EXCLUSIVE] 
14.​What type of accommodations are you most likely to book this year? (select all that 

apply) RANDOMIZE. ANCHOR LAST 1 
a.​ Budget hotel 
b.​ Mid-range hotel 
c.​ Luxury hotel or resort 
d.​ Vacation rental 
e.​ All-inclusive resort 
f.​ Boutique hotel 
g.​ Staying with friends or family 
h.​ Camping or RV travel 
i.​ Cruise ship cabin 
j.​ Hostel/shared lodging 
k.​ None of the above [EXCLUSIVE] 

 
15.​How flexible or inflexible are you willing to be with travel dates to save money? 

(select one) 
a.​ Very flexible 
b.​ Somewhat flexible 
c.​ Neither flexible nor inflexible 
d.​ Somewhat inflexible 
e.​ Very inflexible 

 
16.​How many vacations do you expect to take this year? (select one) 

a.​ 0 

 



 

b.​ 1 
c.​ 2 
d.​ 3 
e.​ 4 
f.​ 5 
g.​ 6 
h.​ 7 
i.​ 8 
j.​ 9 
k.​ 10+ 
l.​ Not sure  

 
17.​ To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement? “The best 

parts of a vacation are free.” (select one) 
a.​ Strongly agree 
b.​ Somewhat agree 
c.​ Neither agree nor disagree 
d.​ Somewhat disagree 
e.​ Strongly disagree 

 
18.​Which of the following free activities do you believe really make a vacation? (select 

all that apply) RANDOMIZE. ANCHOR LAST 1 
a.​ Time spent with loved ones 
b.​ Relaxation 
c.​ Sunshine 
d.​ Nature 
e.​ Inspiring sites 
f.​ Great views 
g.​ Reading a book you brought 
h.​ Sunbathing 
i.​ Swimming 
j.​ Walking on the beach 
k.​ Hiking 
l.​ Taking photos/videos 
m.​None of the above [EXCLUSIVE] 

 

 



 

19.​What things are you doing to save for vacations this year? [select all that apply] 
RANDOMIZE. ANCHOR LAST 1 

a.​ Cutting back on take-out 
b.​ Cutting back on personal care 
c.​ Spending less on clothing 
d.​ Spending less on social activities 
e.​ Dining out less 
f.​ Reducing subscriptions 
g.​ Negotiating utility bills 
h.​ Using more public transportation 
i.​ Buying cheaper brands or generic brands at grocery stores/convenience stores 
j.​ None of the above [EXCLUSIVE] 

 
Occasionally, the media may contact us wanting to interview respondents in the survey for 
further information to boost the article with qualitative data. These experiential quotes are 
used to add something unique to their reporting and boost the authority of the story which 
can then aid SEO performance. 
 
To facilitate this, we sometimes ask respondents if they’re open to being contacted by the 
media for further interview. This consent must be gained prior to running the survey. This 
enables us to share certain respondents with the media in adherence with our data 
protection protocols. Please note, a respondents’ answer to this question does not impact 
their eligibility for the survey in any way. 
 

20.​We’re looking to hear from people who are decreasing their travel budget. If you 
consent, you may be contacted for a short interview by phone or email from a 
journalist for further comment. There is no financial incentive for taking part, but 
your name and responses may be cited in a national publication. 
I’m interested in participating 
I’m not interested in participating 
 

21.​ [SHOW IF “I’m interested in participating” in PREVIOUS QUESTION] Please enter your 
details below. 
Name:  
Email:  

 
 


