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SURVEY QUESTIONS: 

 
Talker Research team members are members of the Market 

Research Society (MRS) and the European Society for Opinion 

and Marketing Research (ESOMAR).  

 

Talker Research is also part of the Transparency Initiative through the 

American Association for Public Opinion Research (AAPOR) — to view the 

complete methodology as part of this initiative, please visit the Talker Research 

Process and Methodology page. 

 

For more information on the survey or any additional questions, please 

contact: questions@talkerresearch.com 
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PROJECT NAME: MODERN-DAY HEROES 
SAMPLE: 2,000 parents of kids 4-12 
SPLITS: Age, gender and region  
 

 

Survey Questions: 

Screener Questions: 

1.​ 1. What is your gender? [SINGLE SELECT, MAINTAIN 
ORDER]      ​  
1. ​ Male ​  
2. ​ Female ​ 
3. ​ Non-Binary   
4. ​ Other   
5. ​ Prefer not to say ​  
  

KEEP NON-BINARY/OTHER/PNTS IN TOTAL, REMOVE FROM 
GENDER SPLIT ​  

QSEX. HIDDEN GENDER RECODE ​  

1. ​ Male 
2. ​ Female 

If D1=1, QSEX=Male 
If D1=2, QSEX=Female  

 



 

  

D2.  What is your age in years?    ​  

[NUMERICAL OPEN-END; RANGE 0-99]   ​  

[TERMINATE IF UNDER 18]  ​  

  

D2a. Please select the year in which you were born.    ​  

[Dropdown list of years from 2008 to 1927]      

[TERMINATE if age and birth year do not align +/- 1 year] 

 QAGE: HIDDEN AGE RECODE BY GENERATION   
IF D2a=1997-2008, QAGE=Generation Z 
IF D2a=1981-1996, QAGE=Millennials 
IF D2a=1965-1980, QAGE=Generation X 
IF D2a=1946-1964, QAGE=Baby Boomers 
IF D2a=1927-1945, QAGE=Silent Generation 
  
D3.  Which state do you live in?    ​  

 [DROP DOWN OF 50 U.S. STATES AND “I DO NOT LIVE IN A 
U.S. STATE”.     ​  

TERMINATE IF OUTSIDE THE U.S.]    ​ 

QRGN5: HIDDEN REGION RECODE ​  
 



 

1. ​ Northeast     
2. ​ Southeast​  
3. ​ Southwest​  
4. ​ Midwest​  
5. ​ West    

SQ1. Do you have any children aged…? [Select all that 
apply]  

a. ​ Under 4 
b.     4-8 [CONTINUE] 
c.     9-12 [CONTINUE]  
d. ​ 13-17  
e. ​ 18 or older  
f.  ​ N/A: I am not a parent [Exclusive]  

  

SQ2. Do you have a child between the age of 4-12 
present and able to answer the last three questions of 
the survey? 

Yes [CONTINUE] 

No 

Info1: The following survey will ask you questions about 
your 4-12 year old. When answering questions in this 
survey, if you have multiple children between the ages 

 



 

of 4-12, please answer based on the child that is 
present and able to answer the last three questions of 
the survey. 

 
 
1.​ To the best of your knowledge, what types of 
people does your child look up to? [Select up to 5] 
RANDOMIZE. ANCHOR LAST 1 
a.​ Parents 
b.​ Teachers 
c.​ Friends 
d.​ Siblings 
e.​ Extended family members 
f.​ Authority figures (police, politicians, etc.) 
g.​ Historical figures (Amelia Earhart, Abraham 
Lincoln, etc.) 
h.​ Fictional superheroes (Superman, Batman, 
Captain America, etc.) 
i.​ Fictional characters (Harry Potter, KPop Demon 
Hunters, etc.) 
j.​ Celebrities (Taylor Swift, Lebron James, etc.) 
k.​ Modern-day figures/pioneers (Artemis astronauts, 
Ms. Rachel, etc.) 
l.​ STEM figures (scientists, engineers, tech, etc.) 
m.​ None of the above [EXCLUSIVE] 
 

 



 

2.​ To the best of your knowledge, who is your 
child’s “hero” (the person, figure, character, etc. 
they look up to most)? 
a.​  [Free text] 
b.​ Not sure 
 
3.​ [HIDE IF Q2 = B] What does your child look up to 
most about their “hero?” 
a.​ [Free text] 
b.​ Not sure 
 
4.​ Thinking of what it means to be a “hero,” what 
qualities are most valuable to the following people? 
[Select up to five] 
[GRID] 
a.​ You 
b.​ Your child 
[GRID BY] 
i.​ Bravery 
ii.​ Kindness 
iii.​ Curiosity  
iv.​ Creativity 
v.​ Selflessness/helpfulness 
vi.​ Strength 
vii.​ Compassion 
viii.​ Moral righteousness 

 



 

ix.​ Determination 
x.​ Confidence 
xi.​ Resilience 
xii.​ Inspirational 
xiii.​ Humbleness 
xiv.​ Resourceful 
xv.​ Skilled 
xvi.​ Positive 
xvii.​ Honest 
xviii.​Risk-taker 
xix.​ Intelligence 
xx.​ Hardworking 
xxi.​ Relatability 
xxii.​ None of the above [EXCLUSIVE] 
 
5.​ Who was your “hero” as a child? 
a.​ [Free text] 
b.​ Not sure/Didn’t have one  
 
6.​ [HIDE IF Q5 = B] Did your childhood “hero” 
influence your career path as an adult? [Select 
one] 
a.​ Yes 
b.​ No 
c.​ Not sure 
 

 



 

7.​ [SHOW IF Q6 = YES] How did your childhood 
“hero” influence your career path as an adult? 
[Select all that apply] RANDOMIZE. ANCHOR LAST 2 
a.​ They inspired me to try something new 
b.​ I was able to see someone who looks like me  in a 
certain field 
c.​ They taught me that I can do anything I want 
d.​ I followed their exact path/career 
e.​ They sparked an interest in certain 
areas/categories 
f.​ They opened my mind to new career paths 
g.​ They gave me an idea for an adjacent career 
h.​ Other (please specify) 
i.​ Not sure [EXCLUSIVE] 
 
8.​ [HIDE IF Q5 = B] Do you have a different “hero” 
today than you did as a child? [Select one] 
a.​ Yes 
b.​ No 
 
9.​ What types of people do you look up to today? 
[Select up to 5] RANDOMIZE. ANCHOR LAST 1 
a.​ Parents 
b.​ Teachers 
c.​ Friends 
d.​ Siblings 

 



 

e.​ Extended family members 
f.​ Authority figures (police, politicians, etc.) 
g.​ Historical figures (Amelia Earhart, Abraham 
Lincoln, etc.) 
h.​ Fictional superheroes (Superman, Batman, 
Captain America, etc.) 
i.​ Fictional characters (Harry Potter, KPop Demon 
Hunters, etc.) 
j.​ Celebrities (Taylor Swift, Zendaya, etc.) 
k.​ Modern-day figures/pioneers (Artemis astronauts, 
Ms. Rachel, etc.) 
l.​ STEM figures (scientists, engineers, tech, etc.) 
m.​ None of the above [EXCLUSIVE] 
 
10.​ How would you define a “hero”? [Select all that 
apply] RANDOMIZE. ANCHOR LAST 2 
a.​ Someone who goes out of their way to help 
others 
b.​ Someone who uses their skillset for good 
c.​ Someone who risks their life for others 
d.​ Someone who shares knowledge and teaches 
others 
e.​ Someone who may be underestimated/an 
underdog 
f.​ Someone who puts others before themselves 

 



 

g.​ Someone who has a strong moral compass and 
sticks to it 
h.​ Other (please specify) 
i.​ Not sure [EXCLUSIVE] 
 
 
11.​ How much has your definition of a “hero” 
changed as you’ve gotten older? [Select one] 
a.​ A lot 
b.​ A little bit 
c.​ Not very much 
d.​ Not at all 
 
12.​ Which of the following traits do you recall most 
looking up to in a “hero” when you were a child? 
[Select up to 5] RANDOMIZE. ANCHOR LAST 1 
a.​ Bravery 
b.​ Kindness 
c.​ Curiosity 
d.​ Creativity  
e.​ Selflessness/helpfulness 
f.​ Strength 
g.​ Compassion 
h.​ Moral righteousness 
i.​ Determination 
j.​ Confidence 

 



 

k.​ Resilience 
l.​ Inspirational 
m.​ Humbleness 
n.​ Resourceful 
o.​ Skilled 
p.​ Positive 
q.​ Honest 
r.​ Risk-taker 
s.​ Intelligence 
t.​ Hardworking 
u.​ Relatability 
v.​ None of the above [EXCLUSIVE] 
 
13.​ [HIDE IF Q12 = V] In your opinion, how much 
have you embodied the following “heroic traits” as 
an adult? [Select one for each] 
[GRID] 
a.​ [SHOW OPTIONS SELECTED IN PREVIOUS QUESTION] 
[GRID BY] 
i.​ Mastered 
ii.​ Very much 
iii.​ Somewhat 
iv.​ A little 
v.​ Not at all 
 

 



 

14.​ [HIDE IF  Q13 = “NOT AT ALL” SELECTED FOR EVERY 
OPTION] How much or little did your childhood 
“hero” contribute to helping you embody the 
following “heroic traits” as an adult? [Select one for 
each] 
[GRID] 
a.​ [SHOW OPTIONS FROM PREVIOUS QUESTION NOT 
SELECTED “NOT AT ALL”] 
i.​ [GRID BY] 
ii.​ Very much 
iii.​ Somewhat 
iv.​ A little 
v.​ Not at all 
 
15.​ [HIDE IF Q5 =B] What percentage of the person 
you grew up to be as an adult stemmed from the 
habits/teachings of your childhood “hero?” [Slider 
scale] 
a.​  Slider scale 0 – 100 [increments of 1] [Left label 0% 
- Right label 100%]  
b.​ Not sure/Prefer not to say 
16.​ [HIDEI F Q5 = B] What percentage of the values 
you teach as a parent stem from the 
habits/teachings of your childhood “hero?” [Slider 
scale] 

 



 

a.​ Slider scale 0 – 100 [increments of 1] [Left label 0% 
- Right label 100%]  
b.​ Not sure/Prefer not to say 
 
17.​ [HIDE IF Q5 = B] Is your child familiar with the 
figure that is…[Select one for each] 
[GRID] 
a.​ Your childhood “hero?” [SHOW IF Q8 = A] 
b.​ Your current “hero?” [SHOW IF Q8 = A] 
Your “hero?” [SHOW IF Q8 = B] 
[GRID BY] 
i.​ Yes 
ii.​ No 
 
18.​ What “heroic” qualities are most prominent in 
your child? [Select up to five] RANDOMIZE. ANCHOR 
LAST 1 
a.​ Bravery 
b.​ Kindness 
c.​ Selflessness/helpfulness 
d.​ Strength 
e.​ Compassion 
f.​ Moral righteousness 
g.​ Determination 
h.​ Confidence 
i.​ Resilience 

 



 

j.​ Inspirational 
k.​ Humbleness 
l.​ Resourceful 
m.​ Skilled 
n.​ Positive 
o.​ Honest 
p.​ Risk-taker 
q.​ Intelligence 
r.​ Hardworking 
s.​ Relatability 
t.​ None of the above [EXCLUSIVE] 
 
19.​ What “heroic” qualities would you most like to 
develop further in your child before they become 
adults? [Select up to five] RANDOMIZE. ANCHOR 
LAST 1 
a.​ [SHOW OPTIONS NOT SELECTED IN Q18] 
b.​ Not sure [EXCLUSIVE] 
 
20.​ How do you actively try to be a role model for 
your child? [Select all that apply] RANDOMIZE. 
ANCHOR LAST 2 
a.​ Showing kindness to strangers 
b.​ Practicing patience in stressful situations 
c.​ Teaching my child to express themselves in 
healthy ways 

 



 

d.​ Showing them how to follow their dreams 
e.​ Allowing them to explore their own interests 
f.​ Showing them how to set healthy boundaries 
g.​ Being active in the lives of my friends and family 
h.​ Prioritizing self care 
i.​ Other (please specify) 
j.​ No way in particular [EXCLUSIVE]  
 
Info2: 
Parents, please ask your child between the age of 4-12 
the following questions and record their response.  
 
21.​ Who is your “hero" (the person, figure, 
character, etc. you look up to most)? [Free text 
response] 
a.​ Free text 
b.​ Not sure/Prefer not to say 
 
22.​ How would you define a “hero”? [Select all that 
apply] RANDOMIZE. ANCHOR LAST 2 
a.​ Someone who goes out of their way to help 
others 
b.​ Someone who uses their “powers” for good 
c.​ Someone who risks their life for others 
d.​ Someone who teaches others 
e.​ Someone who puts others before themselves 

 



 

f.​ Someone who knows who they are and sticks to it 
g.​ Other (please specify) 
h.​ Not sure [EXCLUSIVE] 
 
23.​ Do you want to be considered a “hero” 
someday? [Select one] 
a.​ Yes 
b.​ No 
c.​ Not sure 
 
 
 
 
Occasionally, the media may contact us wanting to 
interview respondents in the survey for further 
information to boost the article with qualitative data. 
These experiential quotes are used to add something 
unique to their reporting and boost the authority of 
the story which can then aid SEO performance. 
 
To facilitate this, we sometimes ask respondents if 
they’re open to being contacted by the media for 
further interview. This consent must be gained prior to 
running the survey. This enables us to share certain 
respondents with the media in adherence with our 
data protection protocols. Please note, a 

 



 

respondents’ answer to this question does not impact 
their eligibility for the survey in any way. 
 
24.​ We’re looking to hear from people about their 
child’s heroes. If you consent, you may be 
contacted for a short interview by phone or email 
from a journalist for further comment. There is no 
financial incentive for taking part, but your name 
and responses may be cited in a national 
publication. 
I’m interested in participating 
I’m not interested in participating 
 
25.​ [SHOW IF “I’m interested in participating” in 
PREVIOUS QUESTION] Please enter your details 
below. 
Name:  
Email:  
 

 


