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SURVEY QUESTIONS: 

 
Talker Research team members are members of the Market 

Research Society (MRS) and the European Society for Opinion 

and Marketing Research (ESOMAR).  

 

Talker Research is also part of the Transparency Initiative through the 

American Association for Public Opinion Research (AAPOR) — to view the 

complete methodology as part of this initiative, please visit the Talker Research 

Process and Methodology page. 

 

For more information on the survey or any additional questions, please 

contact: questions@talkerresearch.com 
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PROJECT NAME: 17 YEARS TOGETHER 
SAMPLE: 2,000 parents of school-aged children, who 
celebrate occasions and have gone on vacation 
together at least once in the last year 
SPLITS: Age, gender, region and age of child answering 
about 
 
 
 

Survey Questions: 

Demographic questions: 

D1. What is your gender? [SINGLE SELECT, MAINTAIN 
ORDER]      ​  

Male ​  
Female ​ 
Non-Binary   
Other   
Prefer not to say ​  

  
KEEP NON-BINARY/OTHER/PNTS IN TOTAL, REMOVE FROM 
GENDER SPLIT ​  

 



 

QSEX. HIDDEN GENDER RECODE ​  

1.​ Male 
2.​Female 

If D1=1, QSEX=Male 
If D1=2, QSEX=Female  
  

D2.  What is your age?    ​  

[NUMERICAL OPEN-END; RANGE 0-99]   ​  

[TERMINATE IF UNDER 18]  ​  

  

D2a. Please select the year in which you were born.    ​  

[Dropdown list of years from 2008 to 1926]      

[TERMINATE if age and birth year do not align +/- 1 year] 

 QAGE: HIDDEN AGE RECODE BY GENERATION   
IF D2a=1997-2008, QAGE=Generation Z 
IF D2a=1981-1996, QAGE=Millennials 
IF D2a=1965-1980, QAGE=Generation X 
IF D2a=1946-1964, QAGE=Baby Boomers 
IF D2a=1927-1945, QAGE=Silent Generation 
  

 



 

D3.  Which state do you live in?    ​  

 [DROP DOWN OF 50 U.S. STATES AND “I DO NOT LIVE IN A 
U.S. STATE”.     ​  

TERMINATE IF OUTSIDE THE U.S.]    ​ 

QRGN5: HIDDEN REGION RECODE ​  

●      Northeast     
●      Southeast    
●      Southwest    
●      Midwest    
●      West 

  

Screener Questions: 

SQ1. Do you have any children aged…? [Select all that 
apply]  

a. ​ Under 5 
b.     5-9 [Continue]  
c.     10-13 [Continue]  
d.     14-17 [Continue]  
e. ​ 18 or older  
f.  ​ N/A: I am not a parent [Exclusive]  

  

 



 

SQ2.  Please select the age of the child you will be 
answering questions about in this survey. 

[DROP DOWN OF 5 – 17 AGES] [PIPE IN AGE 
GROUPS SELECTED IN SQ1] 

SQ3.  Do you generally celebrate special occasions 
(e.g., holidays, birthdays, anniversaries, milestones, 
etc.)? [Select one] [Select one] 

Yes 
No [TERMINATE] 
  

SQ4.  Have you gone on a vacation or trip with your 
child(ren) within the past 12 months? [Select one] 

Yes 
No [TERMINATE] 

  
Survey Questions: 
1.​ Thinking about your child aging, how high of a 
priority will it be for you to spend as much time with 
them as possible? [Select one] 
a.​ High 
b.​ Moderate 
c.​ Low 
 
2.​ To what extent do you agree or disagree with 
the following statements? 

 



 

[GRID] 
a.​ “I didn’t realize how quickly my child(ren) would 
grow up until it was already happening.” 
b.​ “Time seems to move faster as my child(ren) gets 
older.” 
i.​ [GRID BY] 
ii.​ Strongly agree 
iii.​ Somewhat agree 
iv.​ Neither agree nor disagree 
v.​ Somewhat disagree 
vi.​ Strongly disagree 
 
3.​ How old was your child when you first 
experienced feeling sentimental about them 
growing up/having limited time with them? [Select 
one] 
a.​ [SHOW AGES FROM 0 UP TO AGE OF CHILD SELECTED 
IN SQ2] 
b.​ Not sure/I have not experienced this feeling 
 
4.​ In your opinion, how quickly does watching your 
child grow in a year really feel? [Select one] 
a.​ It feels like one year goes by in one year of 
watching my child grow 
b.​ It feels like two years go by in one year of 
watching my child grow 

 



 

c.​ It feels like three years go by in one year of 
watching my child grow 
d.​ It feels like four years go by in one year of 
watching my child grow 
e.​ It feels like five or more years go by in one year of 
watching my child grow 
 
5.​ You indicated that your child is [PIPE: age of 
child selected in SQ3]; you currently have [PIPE: 
17-age of child] summers and holiday seasons left 
before your child is an adult. What emotions, if any, 
does this fact evoke for you? [Select all that apply] 
RANDOMIZE, ANCHOR LAST 1 
a.​ Sadness 
b.​ Determination to make the most of it 
c.​ Pride at being their parent 
d.​ Anxiety/worry 
e.​ Motivation to be more present 
f.​ Gratitude for the time I have 
g.​ Feeling overwhelmed 
h.​ Nostalgia for time already passed 
i.​ Guilt about time I've missed 
j.​ Hope for the future 
k.​ Denial/I try not to think about it 
l.​ Bittersweet 
m.​ None of the above [Exclusive] 

 



 

 
6.​ In your opinion, at what age…  
[GRID 
a.​ Do you think children become less interested in 
going on vacation with their parents? 
b.​ Do you believe children typically stop going on 
regular vacations with their parents? 
c.​ Do you think children stop feeling the “magic” of 
the holiday season? 
[GRID BY] 
i.​ [DROPDOWN LIST FOR AGES up to 17] 
ii.​ Not sure 
 
7.​ In your opinion, what is the age range in which 
children are willing and old enough to truly enjoy a 
family vacation? 
a.​  
b.​ Start age: dropdown 1–17 
c.​ End age: dropdown 1–17 [the end age cannot be 
lower than the selected start] 
d.​ Not sure  
 
8.​ In your opinion, what is the age range when 
holidays, birthdays and milestone celebrations feel 
the most meaningful/special to children? 
a.​ Start age: dropdown 1-17  

 



 

b.​ End Age: dropdown 1-17 [the end age cannot be 
lower than the selected start] 
c.​  
d.​ Not sure  
 
9.​ In your opinion, is your child still at an age 
where they…  
[GRID] 
a.​ Are interested in vacationing with the family? 
b.​ Feel the “magic” of the holiday season? 
c.​ Find holidays, birthdays and milestone 
celebrations to be meaningful? 
[GRID BY] 
i.​ Yes 
ii.​ No 
iii.​ Not sure 
 
10.​ When your child becomes an adult, do you 
anticipate that they’ll make time for…  
[GRID] 
a.​ Attending family vacations? 
b.​ Attending holidays/birthdays/milestone 
celebrations? 
[GRID BY] 
i.​ Yes 
ii.​ No 

 



 

iii.​ Not sure 
 
11.​ On average, how many family vacations…  
[GRID] 
a.​ Do you take per year? 
b.​ Would you like to take per year? 
[GRID BY] 
i.​ Less than one a year 
ii.​ 1 
iii.​ 2 
iv.​ 3 
v.​ 4+ 
 
12.​ When was the last time you took a family 
vacation? [Select one] 
a.​ Within the past three months 
b.​ 4 –6 months ago 
c.​ 7 – 12 months ago  
d.​ I don’t remember 
 
13.​ Thinking about your experience with 
vacationing with your family…  
[GRID] 
a.​ Are you satisfied with the number of vacations 
you’ve taken with them? 

 



 

b.​ Do you wish you had taken more vacations with 
your children when they were younger? 
[GRID BY] 
i.​ Yes 
ii.​ No 
iii.​ Not sure 
 
14.​ To what extent do you agree or disagree with 
the following statements?  
[GRID] 
a.​ “Some of my most meaningful memories with my 
family come from vacations.” 
b.​ “Some of my favorite memories with my family 
come from vacations.” 
[GRID BY] 
i.​ Strongly agree 
ii.​ Somewhat agree 
iii.​ Neither agree nor disagree 
iv.​ Somewhat disagree 
v.​ Strongly disagree 
 
15.​ To what extent do you agree or disagree with 
the following statements?  
[GRID] 

 



 

a.​ “I wish I had taken more trips with my parents or 
older family members while they were still able to 
travel.” 
b.​ “I feel like I have limited time left to travel with my 
family before they age out.” 
[GRID BY] 
i.​ Strongly agree 
ii.​ Somewhat agree 
iii.​ Neither agree nor disagree 
iv.​ Somewhat disagree 
v.​ Strongly disagree 
 
16.​ a. To make the most of a family vacation, what 
would be the ideal trip length? [select one]   
 
a.​ 1 day  
i.​ 2-3 days 
ii.​ 4-7 days 
iii.​ 8-10 days 
iv.​ 11-14 days 
v.​ 15+ days 
 
16b. To make the most of family celebrations (e.g., 
birthdays, milestones, holidays), what would be 
the ideal length of time spent together? [Select 
one] 

 



 

a.​ A few hours 
b.​ Half a day 
c.​ 1 full day 
d.​ A weekend 
e.​ Multiple days 
 
17.​ For what reasons, if any, do you tend to put off 
family vacations? [Select all that apply] 
RANDOMIZE, ANCHOR LAST 2 
a.​ Work/Not enough PTO 
b.​ Kids’ school calendar 
c.​ Cost 
d.​ Difficulty agreeing on a destination 
e.​ Health/physical limitations 
f.​ Pets/no one to watch them 
g.​ Too much planning required 
h.​ Family members' conflicting preferences 
i.​ Stress of traveling with kids 
j.​ Social calendars (e.g., extracurricular activities, 
social events, etc.) 
k.​ Thinking we’ll have more time later 
l.​ The thought that the kids are too young to enjoy it 
m.​ Other (please specify) 
n.​ No reason in particular [Exclusive] 
 

 



 

18.​ To the best of your memory, how many times 
have you put off a family vacations because of the 
following?  
[GRID] 
a.​ [SHOW OPTIONS SELECTED IN PREVIOUS QUESTION] 
i.​ [GRID BY] 
ii.​ 1-2 
iii.​ 3-4 
iv.​ 5-6 
v.​ 7-10 
vi.​ 11+ 
 
19.​ When on a family vacation, what percentage of 
the time do you feel fully present (not distracted by 
work, emails or devices)? 
a.​ [SLIDER SCALE 0 – 100] [increments of 1] [left label 0 
| right label100%] 
b.​ Not sure /Prefer not to say 
 
20.​ When celebrating holidays, birthdays and 
milestone occasions, what percentage of the time 
do you feel fully present (not distracted by work, 
emails or devices)? 
a.​ [SLIDER SCALE 0 – 100] [increments of 1] [left label 0 
| right label100%] 
b.​ Not sure/Prefer not to say 

 



 

 
21.​ In the following circumstances, how many 
times in an average day do you check work emails 
or messages?  
[GRID] 
a.​ When on a family vacation? 
b.​ When celebrating holidays, birthdays or milestone 
occasions? 
[GRID BY] 
i.​ Less than once per day 
ii.​ 1 
iii.​ 2 
iv.​ 3 
v.​ 4 
vi.​ 5+ 
 
22.​ Do you and your family usually travel for the 
following occasions?  
[GRID] 
a.​ Holidays 
b.​ Birthdays 
c.​ Milestone occasions 
i.​ [GRID BY] 
ii.​ Yes 
iii.​ No 
 

 



 

23.​ [SHOW IF Q22 = YES TO ANY ROW & PIPE 
NECESSARY ANSWERS DEPENDING ON SELECTION] 
Which of the following holidays or occasions have 
you celebrated with your family through travel? 
[Select all that apply] RANDOMIZE, ANCHOR LAST 1 
a.​ A birthday 
b.​ An anniversary 
c.​ A wedding/engagement 
d.​ A winter holiday (e.g., Thanksgiving, Christmas, 
etc.) 
e.​ Easter 
f.​ The Fourth of July 
g.​ Labor Day 
h.​ Memorial Day 
i.​ A promotion 
j.​ A retirement 
k.​ New Year's Eve/New Year's Day 
l.​ Spring break 
m.​ Mother's Day/Father's Day 
n.​ A graduation 
o.​ A religious milestone (e.g., Bar/Bat Mitzvah, First 
Communion, Quinceañera) 
p.​ A family reunion 
q.​ Valentine's Day 
r.​ A honeymoon 
s.​ Other (please specify) 

 



 

 
24.​ Would you like to create a tradition where you 
and your family travel for the following?  
[GRID] 
a.​ Holidays 
b.​ Birthdays 
c.​ Milestone occasions 
i.​ [GRID BY] 
ii.​ Yes 
iii.​ No 
 
25.​ [SHOW IF Q22 = YES TO ANY ROW] To what 
extent do you agree or disagree with the following 
statements? 
[GRID] 
a.​ “Traveling will continue to play a significant role in 
keeping my family together for special moments, 
even when they age.” 
b.​ “Traveling to celebrate special moments has 
been key to creating immersive experiences for my 
family.” 
i.​ [GRID BY] 
ii.​ Strongly agree 
iii.​ Somewhat agree 
iv.​ Neither agree nor disagree 
v.​ Somewhat disagree 

 



 

vi.​ Strongly disagree 
 
26.​ [SHOW IF Q22 = YES TO ANY ROW] In your 
opinion, was the trip for the following occasion(s) 
worth the time and effort to make the celebration 
memorable? [Select one] 
a.​ [GRID] 
b.​ [SHOW OPTIONS SELECTED Q23] 
i.​ [GRID BY] 
ii.​ Yes 
iii.​ No 
iv.​ Not sure/Prefer not to say 
 
27.​ What upcoming holiday, birthday or milestone 
occasion would you be interested in traveling with 
your family for? [Select all that apply] RANDOMIZE, 
ANCHOR LAST 2 
a.​ A birthday 
b.​ An anniversary 
c.​ A wedding/engagement 
d.​ A winter holiday (e.g., Thanksgiving, Christmas, 
etc.) 
e.​ Easter 
f.​ The Fourth of July 
g.​ Labor Day 
h.​ Memorial Day 

 



 

i.​ A promotion 
j.​ A retirement 
k.​ New Year's Eve/New Year's Day 
l.​ Spring break 
m.​ Mother's Day/Father's Day 
n.​ A graduation 
o.​ A religious milestone (e.g., Bar/Bat Mitzvah, First 
Communion, Quinceañera) 
p.​ A family reunion 
q.​ Valentine's Day 
r.​ A honeymoon 
s.​ Other (please specify) 
t.​ No occasion in particular [Exclusive] 
 
 
 
Occasionally, the media may contact us wanting to 
interview respondents in the survey for further 
information to boost the article with qualitative data. 
These experiential quotes are used to add something 
unique to their reporting and boost the authority of 
the story which can then aid SEO performance. 
 
To facilitate this, we sometimes ask respondents if 
they’re open to being contacted by the media for 
further interview. This consent must be gained prior to 

 



 

running the survey. This enables us to share certain 
respondents with the media in adherence with our 
data protection protocols. Please note, a 
respondents’ answer to this question does not impact 
their eligibility for the survey in any way. 
 
28.​ We’re looking to hear from people who travel 
with their families. If you consent, you may be 
contacted for a short interview by phone or email 
from a journalist for further comment. There is no 
financial incentive for taking part, but your name 
and responses may be cited in a national 
publication. 
I’m interested in participating 
I’m not interested in participating 
 
29.​ [SHOW IF “I’m interested in participating” in 
PREVIOUS QUESTION] Please enter your details 
below. 
Name:  
Email:  
 

 


