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SURVEY QUESTIONS:

Talker Research team members are memlbers of the Market
Research Society (MRS) and the European Society for Opinion and
Marketing Research (ESOMAR).

Talker Research is also part of the Transparency Initiative through
the American Association for Public Opinion Research (AAPOR) — to

view the complete methodology as part of this initiative, please visit

the Talker Research Process and Methodology page.

For more information on the survey or any additional questions,

please contact: questions@talkerresearch.com
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PROJECT NAME: Parental PTO
SAMPLE: 2,000 employed parents of kids 0-10
SPLITS: Age, gender and region

Survey Questions:

Screener questions

1. What is your gender? [SINGLE SELECT, MAINTAIN ORDER]

. Male

2. Female

3. Non-Binary
4. Other

0. Prefer not to say

KEEP NON-BINARY/OTHER/PNTS IN TOTAL, REMOVE FROM
GENDER SPLIT

QSEX. HIDDEN GENDER RECODE

1. Male
. Female

f DI=1, QSEX=Male
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If D1=2, QSEX=Female

D2. What is your age in years?
[NUMERICAL OPEN-END; RANGE 0-99]

[TERMINATE IF UNDER 18]

D2a. Please select the year in which you were born.
[Dropdown list of years from 2008 to 1927
[TERMINATE if age and birth year do not align +/- 1year]

QAGE: HIDDEN AGE RECODE BY GENERATION
IF D20=199/-2008, QAGE=Generation Z

IF D20=1981-1996, QAGE=Millennials

IF D20=1965-1980, QAGE=Generation X

IF D20=1946-1964, QAGE=Balby Boomers

IF D20=192/-1945, QAGE=Silent Generation

D3. Which state do you live in?

[DROP DOWN OF 50 U.S. STATES AND I DO NOT LIVE IN A US.
STATE".

TERMINATE IF OUTSIDE THE US|
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QRGN5: HIDDEN REGION RECODE

. Northeast
2. Southeast
3. Southwest
4. Midwest

0. West

SQl. Do you have any children aged..? [Select all that
apply]

1. Under 5 [Continue|

2.5-10 [Continue]

3.11-13

4.14-17

.18 or older

6.N/A: I am not a parent |[Exclusive,

SQ2. Which of the following best describes your current
employment status? [select one]

1. Employed full-time  [CONTINUE]
2. Employed part-time [CONTINUE]
3. Self employed [CONTINUE]

4. Active Military

b. Retired
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6. Homemaker
/. Student
8. Other

Survey Questions:

1. To the best of your knowledge, how excited do you
think each of the following people is for the

upcoming school year? [Select one]
[GRID]

a.You
0. Your child
c.|GRID BY|
. Very excited
il.  Somewhat excited
. Not very excited
Iv. Not at all excited
v. Not sure

2. What are you looking forward to the most this
upcoming back-to-school season? [Select up to
three] [RANDOMIZE, ANCHOR LAST 2]

a.'m excited to see my child excel academically
o.I'm excited to see my child make new friends

C.I'm excited to watch my child to participate in
sports
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d.I'm excited for my child to  participate in
extracurricular activities

e.I'm excited to have more time to myself during
the school day

f. I'm excited to meet my child's teacher(s)

g.'m excited to get involved with organizations at
My child’'s school

h. I'm excited to connect with other parents

. I'm excited to watch my child grow/become
nMore independent

. I'm excited to be part of making new memories

k. Other (please specify)

. Not sure [EXCLUSIVE]

3. Which of the following activities are you looking
forward to your child  participating in during the
school year? [Select all that apply] [RANDOMIZE,
ANCHOR LAST 2]

a.Field trips

b.Sport(s)/recitals

C. Musicdl
lessons/concert/plays/performances/dances

d. Art exhibitions

e. Tutoring sessions

f. Academic extracurriculars (e.g, spelling bees,
science fairs, etc.)
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g.In-person parent days (e.g, Career Day,
Take-Your-Parent-to-School Day, etc.)

h. Other (please specify)

.. Nothing in particular [EXCLUSIVE]

4. What are your favorite school events to
attend/support your child for? [Select all that apply]
[RANDOMIZE, ANCHOR LAST 2]

a.Field trips, school parades, harvest

b.Sport(s)/recitals

C. Musicdl
lessons/concert/plays/performances/dances

d. Art exhibitions

e. Tutoring sessions

f. Academic extracurriculars (e.g, spelling bees,
science fairs, etc.)

g.In-person parent days (e.g, Career Day,
Take-Your-Parent-to-School Day, etc.)

h. Other (please specify)

.. Nothing in particular [EXCLUSIVE]

5. What do you find yourself worrying about when it
comes to the upcoming back-to-school season?
[Select all that apply] [RANDOMIZE, ANCHOR LAST 2]

a.Managing my work schedule with the school day
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0. The spread of illness-causing germs in the
classroom

C. Preparing meals

d.Having enough time to  attend My child's
sports

e.Having enough time to attend  my child's
extracurriculars

f. Missing my child during the school day

g. Helping with homework/projects

h. Transportation (to and from school to
Sports/extrocurrioulor Octivities)

. Other (please specify)

j. Not sure [EXCLUSIVE]

6. How many PTO days (e.g., paid time off, vacation,
personal, or sick days) do you get a year? [SELECT
ONE]

a.0 days
0.1-5 days
c.6-10 days
d. 1-15 days
e.16-20 days
f. 21-25 days
g.26-30 days
8. 30+ days
9. Not sure
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7. [SHOW IF Q6 = B — I] Do you intentionally save PTO
time (e.g., paid time off, vacation, personal, or sick
days) for your child’s needs during the school year
(school events, sick days, sports, etc.)? [Select one]

a.Yes
0.NO
c.Not sure

8. [SHOW IF Q6 = B — I]Please describe an instance
where you took PTO to attend/support an activity for
your child at school that made the time off “worth it.”

a. [Free text]
o.Prefer not to say

9.[SHOW IF Q6 = B — || What causes you the most

PTO-related (e.g. paid time off, vacation, personal,
or sick days) stress as a parent? [Select up to two]
[RANDOMIZE, ANCHOR LAST 2]

a.Planning

0. Deciding how to use PTO for myself vs.

for my family

C. Spreading them out across the year

d. Trying to reserve time in case | need it

e. Coordinating with my partner's PTO

f. Trying to keep my PTO and sick time separate
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g.Keeping track of my remaining  PTO

N. Trying to optimize my time off

.. Unexpected iliness

j. Other (please specify)

k. Not sure/Nothing in particular [EXCLUSIVE]

10. [SHOW IF Q6 = B —H] What percentage of your
allotted PTO (e.g., paid time off, vacation, personal, or
sick days) goes toward the following options?

[GRID]
a.Your sick days
0. Your child’s sick days
c. Vacation
d. Appointments/Life admin
e. Doing school activities with my child (e.g.,
attending recitals, going on field trips, etc.)
|GRID BY]
. [WRITE-IN PERCENTAGE TEXT BOX, MUST ADD UP
TO 100%

1. [SHOW IF Q6 = B- |] How frequently do you feel like
you have to choose between using PTO for yourself
and using PTO (e.g., paid time off, vacation, personal,
or sick days) for family responsibilities? [SELECT ONE]

a. Always
0. Often
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Cc. Sometimes
d.Rarely
e. Never

12.To what extent do you agree or disagree with the

following statement? “l begin  setting aside PTO
(e.g., paid time off, vacation, personal, or sick days)
for my child’'s school events as soon as the school
year begins.” [SELECT ONE]

a.Strongly agree

0.Somewhnat agree

c.Neither agree nor disagree

d. Somewhat disagree

e. Strongly disagree

13 How many days on average during the school year
do you miss out on attending an event with/for your
child because you don’t have enough PTO (e.g,,
in-person parent day, recital, field trip, etc.)? [SELECT
ONE]

a. -3

0.4-6

c. /-10

d. 1+

e.N/A: I haven't had to miss out on attending an
event with/for my child because of PTO
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14.  During an average month, how many days..[Select
one]
[GRID]
a. Does your child feel under the weather (e.g.,
sick, headaches, etc.)?
b.Do you feel under the weather (e.g,  sick,
headaches, etc.)?
|GRID BY]
. 0O
i 1-3
iii. 4-6
iv. /-9
v. 10+ times
vi. Not sure

15.  What percentage of your sick days do you believe
are a result of you getting sick from your child?
a.[SLIDER  SCALE 0-100] [increments of 1] [left label
0%l right label 100%
Not sure

16. How frequently do you worry about iliness
spreading to...
[GRID]
a. Others in your household from your child?
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b. Other kids in your child's classroom from

your child?
c. Your child from others in the classroom?
|GRID BY]
. Always
. Often
Il Sometimes
\¥2 Rarely
V. Never

17.What percentage of the time do you “know” your
child is going to be sick before they actually
lbbecome sick?
[SLIDER SCALE 0-100 | [increments of 1] [left label
0% | right label 100%]
Unsure

18.  Would you say you're more proactive about
preventing illnesses in your home or reactive about
ilinesses in your home? [SELECT ONE]

a.Proactive - sanitizing and disinfecting before
anyone is sick

0.Reactive - sanitizing and disinfecting after
someone becomes sick

C.Not sure
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19.  What, if anything, do you do in an attempt to avoid
your kids getting sick during the school year? [Select
all that apply] [RANDOMIZE, ANCHOR LAST 2]

a.Make sure they wash their hands regularly

0.Make sure they get enough sleep

c. Encourage them to stay hydrated/drink more
water

d. Do laundry more frequently

e. Wipe down high-touch surfaces regularly (e.g,
doorknobs, light switches, countertops)

f. Disinfect their backpack when they come home
from school

g.Have them change clothes as soon as they get
home from school

h. Wash bedding/pillowcases more frequently

. Keep common areas well-ventilated/open
windows when possible

J. Use disinfectant spray or disinfecting wipes on
shared surfaces (e.g., TV remotes, tablets, game
controllers)

k. Regularly sanitize and disinfect bathroom
surfaces (e.g, faucets, toilet handles, sink, etc.)

. Other (please specify)

m. Nothing in particular [EXCLUSIVE]
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20. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the
following statements?
[GRID]

a.“l can't remember the last month that illness of
some kind hasn't been passed around in my
home.”

o.“I prioritize taking time off on the fly for sick days
instead of being able to plan to show up for my
kid for other activities.”

c.”l believe meaningful shared experiences (e.g.,
field trips, recitals, school events, etc.) are critical
to child development and family bonding.”

|GRID BY]
. Strongly agree
Il.  Somewhat agree
il. Neither agree nor disagree
Iv. Somewhat disagree
v. Strongly disagree

21Have you ever missed out on an important
school-day event or moment you had planned to
attend for your child? [SELECT ONE]
a.Yes
0.No
c.Not sure
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22. [SHOW IF Q21 =A]  Did missing out on an
important school-day event or moment you
planned to attend for your child stem from lack of
PTO (e.g., paid time off, vacation, personal, or sick
days) due to taking time off when they were sick
instead? [SELECT ONE]

a.Yes
0.NO
c.Not sure

Occasionally, the media may contact us wanting to
interview respondents in the survey for further information
to boost the article with qualitative data. These
experiential guotes are used to add something unique to
their reporting and boost the authority of the story which
can then aid SEO performance.

To facilitate this, we sometimes ask respondents if they're
open to being contacted by the media for further
interview. This consent must be gained prior to running
the survey. This enables us to share certain respondents
with the media in adherence with our data protection
protocols. Please note, a respondents” answer to this
question does not impact their eligibility for the survey in
any way.
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23. We're looking to hear from parents about their PTO.
If you consent, you may be contacted for a short
interview by phone or email from a journalist for
further comment. There is no financial incentive for
taking part, but your name and responses may be
cited in a national publication.

'm interested in participating
' not interested in participating

24. [SHOW IF “I'm interested in participating” in
PREVIOUS QUESTION] Please enter your details below.
Name:

EMmail:
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