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SURVEY QUESTIONS: 

 
Talker Research team members are members of the Market 

Research Society (MRS) and the European Society for Opinion 

and Marketing Research (ESOMAR).  

 

Talker Research is also part of the Transparency Initiative through the 

American Association for Public Opinion Research (AAPOR) — to view the 

complete methodology as part of this initiative, please visit the Talker Research 

Process and Methodology page. 

 

For more information on the survey or any additional questions, please 

contact: questions@talkerresearch.com 
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PROJECT NAME:   THE SHARED DINNER PLATE 
Sample: 2,000 American dog owners 
Splits: Age, gender and region  
 

 

Survey Questions: 

Demographic questions: 

D1. What is your gender? [SINGLE SELECT, MAINTAIN 
ORDER]      ​  

Male     
Female     
Non-Binary   
Other   
Prefer not to say ​  

  
KEEP NON-BINARY/OTHER/PNTS IN TOTAL, REMOVE FROM 
GENDER SPLIT ​  

QSEX. HIDDEN GENDER RECODE ​  

Male 
Female 

If D1=1, QSEX=Male 

 



 

If D1=2, QSEX=Female  
  

D2.  What is your age?    ​  

[NUMERICAL OPEN-END; RANGE 0-99]   ​  

[TERMINATE IF UNDER 35]  ​  

  

D2a. Please select the year in which you were born.    ​  

[Dropdown list of years from 2008 to 1926]      

[TERMINATE if age and birth year do not align +/- 1 year] 

 QAGE: HIDDEN AGE RECODE BY GENERATION   
IF D2a=1997-2008, QAGE=Generation Z 
IF D2a=1981-1996, QAGE=Millennials 
IF D2a=1965-1980, QAGE=Generation X 
IF D2a=1946-1964, QAGE=Baby Boomers 
IF D2a=1927-1945, QAGE=Silent Generation 
  
D3.  Which state do you live in?    ​  

 [DROP DOWN OF 50 U.S. STATES AND “I DO NOT LIVE IN A 
U.S. STATE”.     ​  

TERMINATE IF OUTSIDE THE U.S.]    ​ 

 



 

QRGN5: HIDDEN REGION RECODE ​  

●      Northeast ​  
●      Southeast​  
●      Southwest​  
●      Midwest​  
●      West 

SQ1: Which of the following pets do you currently own? 
[Select all that apply] RANDOMIZE, ANCHOR LAST 2 

a.     Dog [CONTINUE] 
b.     Cat 
c.     Bird 
d.     Fish 
e.     Horse 
f.      Hamster 
g.     Other 
h.     N/A: I don’t own a pet [Exclusive] 

Survey Questions: 

1.​ [SPLIT] How many years have you been a dog 
parent? [SELECT ONE] 

a.​Less than 1 year 
b.​1–3 years 
c.​4–6 years 
d.​7–10 years 
e.​More than 10 years 

 



 

 
2.​How many dogs do you currently own? [SELECT 

ONE] 
a.​1 
b.​2 
c.​3 
d.​4 or more 

 
3.​What do you feed your dog(s) most often? [SELECT 

ONE] RANDOMIZE. ANCHOR LAST 1 
a.​Dry kibble 
b.​Wet or canned dog food 
c.​Fresh or human-grade dog food 
d.​Premium dry (air-dried, freeze-dried) dog food 
e.​Home-cooked meals 
f.​ Other (please specify) 

 
4.​[SHOW IF Q3 = E] How confident are you that the 

food you cook for your dog is nutritious enough? 
[SELECT ONE] 

a.​Extremely confident 
b.​Very confident 
c.​Somewhat confident 
d.​Not very confident 
e.​Not at all confident 

 
 



 

5.​[SHOW IF Q3 = E] How do you ensure the meals you 
cook for your dog are nutritionally balanced? 
[SELECT ALL THAT APPLY] RANDOMIZE, ANCHOR LAST 
1 

a.​I consult with a veterinarian 
b.​I add vitamin and mineral supplement packets 
c.​I research recipes or guidelines online 
d.​I don't take any additional steps 
e.​Other (please specify) I don't take any additional 

steps [exclusive] 
 

6.​[SKIP IF Q3 = E] Would you eat the food you feed 
your dog? [SELECT ONE] 

a.​Yes, without hesitation 
b.​Yes, but only once, out of curiosity 
c.​No, but I would if I absolutely had to 
d.​Never in a million years 

 
7.​Are you able to name the first three ingredients in 

the food you feed your dog without looking? 
[SELECT ONE] 

a.​Yes, confidently 
b.​I could name one or two 
c.​No, I’d have to check 

  

 



 

8.​How would you rate the quality of your dog’s 
current food compared to your own meals? [SELECT 
ONE] 

a.​Much higher quality 
b.​Somewhat higher quality 
c.​About the same 
d.​Somewhat lower quality 
e.​Much lower quality 

  
9.​Have you ever tried your dog’s food? [SELECT ONE] 

a.​Yes 
b.​No 

  
10.​ [SHOW IF Q9 = A] How did your dog’s food taste? 

[SELECT ONE] 
a.​Good, I'd eat it again 
b.​Edible, but not something I'd choose 
c.​Disgusting 

 
11.​How often do you feed your dog food straight from 

your own plate? [SELECT ONE] 
a.​Daily 
b.​A few times a week 
c.​A few times a month 
d.​Rarely 
e.​Never 

 



 

  
12.​In the past month, have you cooked a meal or 

snack specifically for your dog? [SELECT ONE] 
a.​Yes 
b.​No 
c.​I can’t recall 

 
13.​Is there any . . . 

[GRID] 
a.​human food you keep in your kitchen 

specifically for your dog? [SELECT ONE] 
b.​human food you keep in your kitchen for both 

you AND your dog to eat? [SELECT ONE] 
GRID BY: 

i.​ Yes 
ii.​ No 
iii.​ Unsure 

  
14.​ Which of the following have you cooked for your 

dog in the last year? [SELECT ALL THAT APPLY] 
RANDOMIZE, ANCHOR LAST 1 

a.​Chicken or other plain meat 
b.​Rice or grains 
c.​Vegetables 
d.​Eggs 
e.​Bone broth 

 



 

f.​ Other (please specify) 
g.​None of the above [EXCLUSIVE] 

 
15.​ How has the amount of “human food” in your 

dog’s diet changed over the past year? [SELECT 
ONE] 

a.​Increased significantly 
b.​Increased somewhat 
c.​Stayed the same 
d.​Decreased somewhat 
e.​Decreased significantly 

 
16.​ How confident or unconfident are you that you 

know which “human” foods are safe versus unsafe 
for dogs? [SELECT ONE] 

a.​Extremely confident 
b.​Very confident 
c.​Neither confident nor unconfident 
d.​Very unconfident 
e.​Extremely unconfident 

 
17.​Have you ever fed your dog human food that you 

later learned was unsafe? [SELECT ONE] 
a.​Yes 
b.​No 
c.​Not that I’m aware of 

 



 

 
18.​ Compared to your own diet and health, how 

much attention do you pay to your dog's diet and 
health? [SELECT ONE] 

a.​I pay much more attention to my dog's 
diet/health than my own 

b.​I pay somewhat more attention to my dog's 
diet/health than my own 

c.​I pay about the same attention to both 
d.​I pay somewhat more attention to my own 

diet/health than my dog's 
e.​I pay much more attention to my own 

diet/health than my dog's 
 

19.​ To your knowledge, which of the following foods 
do you believe are unsafe for a dog to consume? 
[SELECT ALL THAT APPLY] RANDOMIZE, ANCHOR LAST 
1 

a.​Grapes 
b.​Onions 
c.​Plain white rice 
d.​Peanut butter 
e.​Garlic 
f.​ Cooked plain chicken 
g.​Cooked plain beef 
h.​Eggs 

 



 

i.​ Chocolate 
j.​ Butter 
k.​Oil 
l.​ None of the above [exclusive] 

  
20.​ How important is convenience (minimal prep, no 

freezer required, easy storage) when it comes to 
choosing your dog’s food? [SELECT ONE] 

a.​Extremely important 
b.​Very important 
c.​Somewhat important 
d.​Not very important 
e.​Not at all important 

 
21.​Does your dog get bored of eating the same food 

repeatedly? [SELECT ONE] 
a.​Yes, frequently 
b.​Yes, occasionally 
c.​Rarely 
d.​Never 
e.​I’m not sure 

 
22.​ [SHOW IF Q21 = A OR B] When your dog seems 

bored or uninterested in their food, what do you 
typically do? [SELECT ALL THAT APPLY] RANDOMIZE, 
ANCHOR LAST 1 

 



 

a.​Add a topper or mix-in to their regular food 
b.​Switch to a different flavor or variety of the same 

brand 
c.​Switch brands entirely 
d.​Add human food or table scraps to entice them 
e.​Try a treat as a substitute 
f.​ Other (please specify) 
g.​Nothing, they’ll eventually eat it when they are 

really hungry [exclusive] 
 

23.​ How many different brands of dog food have you 
tried in the last 12 months? [SELECT ONE] 

a.​1 (I've stayed with the same brand) 
b.​2 
c.​3 
d.​4 or more 

 
24.​ [SHOW IF Q23 = C OR D] What's driving you to try 

different brands? [SELECT ALL THAT APPLY] 
RANDOMIZE, ANCHOR LAST 1 

a.​My dog seemed bored with the same food 
b.​Looking for more convenient options 
c.​Price or looking for a better deal 
d.​Health or dietary needs changed 
e.​My dog is a picky eater 
f.​ Found a promotion or discount worth trying 

 



 

g.​Quality or ingredient concerns with previous 
brand 

h.​Other (please specify) 
 

25.​ Have any of the following ever prevented you 
from feeding your dog the way you'd prefer to? 
[GRID — SELECT ONE PER ROW] 
GRID: RANDOMIZE 

a.​Cost 
b.​Convenience (time/effort to prepare) 
c.​Variety of options available 
d.​Uncertainty about what's safe or harmful 

GRID BY: 
i.​ Yes, it's a main reason 
ii.​ Yes, it's a minor reason 
iii.​ No, not a factor 

 
26.​ "If human-grade fresh dog food was as convenient 

as regular kibble (no prep, no freezer required, etc.), 
how likely would you be to switch permanently?" This 
adds the word "fresh" after "human-grade.? [SELECT 
ONE] 

a.​Extremely likely 
b.​Very likely 
c.​Somewhat likely 
d.​Not very likely 

 



 

e.​Not at all likely 
  

  
  
  
  
Occasionally, the media may contact us wanting to 
interview respondents in the survey for further 
information to boost the article with qualitative data. 
These experiential quotes are used to add something 
unique to their reporting and boost the authority of the 
story which can then aid SEO performance. 
  
To facilitate this, we sometimes ask respondents if 
they’re open to being contacted by the media for 
further interview. This consent must be gained prior to 
running the survey. This enables us to share certain 
respondents with the media in adherence with our data 
protection protocols. Please note, a respondents’ answer 
to this question does not impact their eligibility for the 
survey in any way. 
  

27.​ We’re looking to hear from dog owners. If you 
consent, you may be contacted for a short 
interview by phone or email from a journalist for 
further comment. There is no financial incentive for 

 



 

taking part, but your name and responses may be 
cited in a national publication. 
I’m interested in participating 
I’m not interested in participating 
  

28.​ [SHOW IF “I’m interested in participating” in 
PREVIOUS QUESTION] Please enter your details 
below. 
Name: 
Email: 
 

 


